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Our Adventure to Peek-a-boo and Spooky Slot Canyons

Written by a city dweller with no backcountry experience
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Members of the trip

1. 45 year-old male.  Relatively athletic.  Play ping-pong; can jump around, 
but definitely not a back country kind of guy.

2. Wife.  Not athletic.  Requires help moving up.
3. 12 year-old daughter.  Relatively athletic.
4. 10 year-old daughter.  Relatively athletic.
5. 5 year-old daughter.  Needs lots of help.  She is too young to feel nervous 

in the entire trip and never worries a thing.



p. 3

1. Drive from Bryce Canyon toward Escalante on highway 12.
(I took this picture after the trip.  If you see that much cloud when you are 
heading to Peek-a-boo & Spooky Slot, be careful of rain and subsequent flash 
flood.)

2   Drive past Escalante.  Look for “Hole in the Rock Road” as shown.
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3. Once you see the road sign on previous page, you will see this parking lot.
I recommend you go park, and pray for the safety of the trip.
Do not underestimate summer heat in the desert.  Be extremely careful!

“Hole in the rock” road is where a car is parked.  You will turn right into the road.
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4. When you just enter “hole in the rock” road, stop your car, and mark mileage.

Your destination is “Dry Fork of Cayote Gulch”, according to [1].
You will drive on the road for 26.6 miles, before turning into Rd 252.

You should print out Ref. [1].  Note that when you travel on the road for 
12.7 miles, you should see a road sign pointing to devil’s garden to the 
right.

This is typical 
road condition 
on “hole in the 
rock” road
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5. The last page shows the typical road condition, and a passenger car 
should have no problem.

However, 2 or 5 miles before the turning into Rd 252, you will see a section of 
“hole in the rock” road which is badly damaged, as of 7/2010.  In the picture my 
daughter is running across the road, and notice how sands are flying 
everywhere.  Although this presents no problem for my 4WD, I don’t know if 
regular passenger car would have problem.

Shortly after this picture 
was taken, a 4 WD truck 
got stuck for a moment.  
As I was moving to help, 
the driver backs up her 
truck, and was able to 
get out of this mess.  
This is the only road 
obstacle (although more 
in the slots!)

Arrow= path I took; ie
left side, but not off road 
(dashed arrow).  The off 
road track is even 
worse!!
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6.  After driving on “hole in the rock” road for 26.6 miles, you will see “Dry Fork 
Trailhead 1.7”.  You need to turn left.  NOTE: right before this sign, there is 
another dirt road that turns to the RIGHT, toward the high hills.  
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8. Once you turn right into the dirt road, you are on Road 252.  As
stated on the sign and [1], you will travel on this road for 1.7 miles.  
Now, somewhere midway, you will see a fork.  Always turn left; you 
will then stay on Road 252.

At the end, you will come to a relatively large parking lot.

When I arrived at about 9am, there is only one other car in the 
parking lot.  When I left around 5pm, there were two cars.  
Basically, this is a highly remote area, even right before the July 4 
holiday season.
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9. park.  Make sure you bring lots of water.  
Right at the trail head, I take this picture.  According to [2], the circled 
region is the Peek-a-boo slot entrance.  I cannot be sure.  However, it is 
true that it is the general direction that we will walk toward. Further, for 
convenience, we will call the circled region “the entrance”.
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10.  Follow the trail.  Actually, soon the trail seems to disappear.  There is 
apparently many ways to go toward the entrance.  To me, the key is to 
follow the dashed yellow path, and go toward the green arrow direction.

Parking lot

X
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11.From the corner (X, which is meant to be the same X as in the last 
page), walk through a stone flat, then enter dirt path, guided by cairns.  

* Remember to take pictures of how you get down.  You need to get back 
the same way you come down.  One time in a different trail I went on the 
trail too fast, and on the way back, I got lost.  

X
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12.  There is a long path between last picture and this one.  Here my wife is 
walking down toward the Dry Fork gulch.  By now, the parking lot is no longer 
visible. Eventually, you will be walking on the Dry Fork gulch down below.

Parking lot
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13.  Here is the turn before you actually head down to the Dry gulch.

Y
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13.  Then, you come to this tree.  The red circle says “trail”.  Remember where 
you come from.  Note the tree.  Certainly, in the afternoon when you are ready 
to go home, you need to go toward the opposite direction from the arrow. 
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14.  You should see this.  I think this is the entrance of Dry Fork Narrows.  It is not 
the Peek-a-boo slot.  Explore it.  I thought it is very cool.  
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Here is a sample picture of the Narrows.  We did not explore too much, but 
I know I want to explore this Narrow next time.  In fact, I want to see if this 
Narrow can eventually help me drop into Peek-a-boo.
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15.Keep on going, you will get to Peek-a-boo slot.  The entrance looks like this:  
You need to climb, following the red dotted path.

There are a bit 
more obstacles 
inside.

W

V

5 ft 7 in
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16.  Near W marked on last page, this is how my 10-year old climb over the 
obstacle.  She made it by herself after some scrambling.
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17.  Near V (marked two pages earlier), more scrambling.  Look above, you see a 
natural arch!

ARCH
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18.  After some scrambling, we are rewarded with peek-a-boo’s beautiful slot.
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19. We get out of peek-a-boo and rest under the tree A.  Later my family 
stayed in A, while I walked toward B to scout for the unmarked trail leading to 
the back-entrance of spooky slot canyon.  At location B, I took a picture
toward A.  Note that a pointed mountain C is at the background.

A

B

C
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20.  Using cairns as a guide, need to pass the rocky hill.  By now, point A 
is no longer in the picture.  Note that we need to climb a rocky hill

A
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21.  On the top of the rocky hill, look for cairns, and follow down hill.

cairns
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22.  After  some time of walking, eventually you stand on C.  You suddenly realize 
that, after you come down from the rocky hill in step 21, you are actually on a plateau.  
By the time you reach C, you see dry sand gulch bed.  E is entrance to spooky slot.  
Now, in a rain, if all water collected in D flow to E, you can see a severe flash flood 
situation inside the spooky canyon.  Peligroso!

C

D

E
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23.  We come down from point C down to D.  We are now walking on the dry 
gulch bed.

C

D

This way toward the Back entrance to spooky slot
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24. This is the back entrance to spooky canyon.
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25.After walking a short distance, you 
will come to a blockage.  There are 
several boulders that seem to make 
the slot impassable.  In fact, at first, I 
thought I need to climb over the big 
boulder at the end and jump down.  
But, that jump must be, like 8 ft!!  
Eventually, I back up from the end, 
find a niche where I can jump mid way 
down.  Then, from the midway point, 
can slide down to the floor.  This 
picture shows how my daughter slides 
down a rock from a mid-way level to 
the floor, totally by pass the big 
boulder.

This is the only difficulty inside spooky 
slot.  In general, “just when you think 
there is no way, look down for a totally 
different path.”
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26.  After the blockage, it is fun to 
walk (or step sideway) through 
this meandering slot.
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Another picture of spooky
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27. finally, you get out of the spooky slot.  This is how the front entrance looks like.

Now, it is at this place that I almost got lost.  
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Let’s review our conceptual map

Peek-a-boo
spooky

Dry Fork Cayote gulch

G H

Red dashed line is how far we have walked.  Now, my instinct is to 
make a turn such that we go toward G.  However, this conceptual 
map has a fatal flaw.  The next page is the right one.
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Let’s review our conceptual map

Peek-a-boo
spooky

H
G

A sandstone K

The T junction

Dry Fork Cayote gulch

Because of a sandstone K, right after you exit spooky slot, you 
actually turn toward H direction, loop around the sandstone.
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28.  Therefore, right after you get out of the spooky slot, DO NOT walk up to 
sandy hill.  Instead, continue to walk on dry gulch bed.

Spooky slot
Front entrance

NO

YES
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29.  Walk on the dry gulch bed.  Not sand hill.  

Sandstone K
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30.  then, you meet a T junction.  This T junction is marked on the page 
before step 28.   Turn right at the T.  If you turn left, you go to Brimstone 
slot.  (I did not go to that one.)

Toward Brimstone Back toward 
peek-a-boo
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31.  Keep on walking on the dry gulch bed and head to peek-a-boo.  Once you 
get to peek-a-boo, go slightly further to reach the dry fork narrows.  Then, look 
for the tree with a trail mark in step 13 to head back to parking lot.
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